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Research on the Issue of Unit Plea Guilty and Accept Penalty
from the Perspective of Criminal Compliance
ZHANG Yang, TIAN Xiaoyu
(School of Law, Zhengzhou University, Zhengzhou 450001, China)

Abstract; In China, criminal compliance and leniency system of pleading guilty and accepting penalty
are two different systems, but when the unit apply for the leniency system of pleading guilty and accepting
penalty, the two systems have commonality, and there is the identity principle of combination and application
because of the connection of organization attribution theory. According to the theory of organizational liability
theory, there is a reasonable theoretical basis for the unit to apply the leniency system of pleading guilty and
accepting penalty. In the recognition of the unit’ s admission of guilt and punishment, the litigation representa-
tive can represent the organization’ s will, and the recognition of the unit’ s “admission of guilt” and “admis-
sion of punishment” should be combined with the enterprise’ s criminal compliance program. In order to im-
prove the application the system of leniency in applying guilty plea to a unit, the provisions of criminal com-
pliance system should be added to Article 31 of the Criminal Law, and the leniency system of guilty plea
should be incorporated into the sentencing circumstances of the Criminal Law, and the penalty system for unit
crimes should be graded, so as to facilitate the unification of the application standards for lenient punishment.

Key words: criminal compliance; leniency system of pleading guilty and accepting penalty; unit
crimes ; organizational liability theory
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