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At the Back of the Policy-Driven Higher Education Reform
WANG Jian-hua

(School of Educational Science , Nanjing Normal University, Nanjing, Jiangsu , 210097)

Abstract ; In the past 40 years, an outstanding feature of Chinese higher education reform is “policy-
driven”, which means that each reform has been more or less influenced by government policies, though
not every policy has actuated reform. At the back of policy-driven reforms are the path dependence of
higher education reform and the consistent logic in nation governing, namely, “policy comes from cen-
tral government”. The coerciveness of executive power, tournament system and stimulation to obedi-
ence have all contributed to the success of higher education reform driven by policy. Yet with the rou-
tinization of this mode of reform, problems emerge endlessly such as “catch one, lose another”, “sys-
tem compartment”, “object replacement”, “make up and handle”, and so forth. Due to the coexistence
of lack and surplus of policy in the process of reform, the effect of policy-driven reform has been in-
creasingly questioned. Therefore, to avoid the limitation of policy-driven reform, we should take the
chance of modernization of governing and legalization of reform and actuate a high-quality reform with
high-quality policy and innovative knowledge through the reconstruction of the relationship between
politics (national power) and administration (official power), so as to promote the development of
higher education.

Key words: policy-driven; coercive power; tournament system; making up and handle; object re-
placement; system compartment
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