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A Multiple — Stream Approach to the High - Quality Development in

Higher Education. Policy Changes and Path Selection

OU Li — mei'”,LIAO Chun - hua'
(1. Southwest University of Finance and Economics, Chengdu 611130, China;
2. Sichuan University, Chengdu 610065 ,China)

Abstract ; “Building a high — quality education system” is the policy guidance and key requirement in the “Fourteenth Five — Year

Plan” period in China. Analyzing the policy transformation process of higher education development in China with the multiple - stream

approach is an effort to model the fuzziness of policy decision — making, and also an explanation to the dynamic mechanism of policy

transition. Based on the multiple — stream approach, this paper finds that the contradiction between higher education and demand of e-

conomic and social development has formed the source of the problems through educational statistics, series of focus events, and reflec-

tion and feedback from all sectors of society. The top — level design of the Party and the Government, the policy conception of the poli-

cy involving the community, the feedback and reflection from social communities constitute the source of the policy. Public sentiment

and the party’ s ideology in the field of education have been transformed into political sources. The source of problems, policy and poli-

tics are coupled. The three factors jointly promote the changes in China’ s high — quality development policy transformation in higher

education. In the new development stage, China’s high — quality development policy transformation should pay more attention to the

systematic, integrated and coordinated development, and promote the policy iteration to make itself complicated evolutionarily.

Key words : multiple — stream approach; higher education; high — quality development; policy transition



