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A Research on the National Higher Education Policy
Targeted at Revitalizing the Central and Western China

MI Zhixu, LI Sumin
(Tianjin Normal University, Tianjin 300387, China)

Abstract: The implementation of the national policy to revitalize higher education in the cen-
tral and western regions needs reasonable policy tools. Analysis is conducted based on the
policy text of “Opinions on Revitalizing Higher Education in Central and Western China in
the New Era” (referred to as “Opinions”). Based on the dimensions of policy tools and ob-
jective elements, a two-dimension framework is constructed for the textual analysis. The
characteristics and shortcomings of the Opinions in the use of policy tools are analyzed
through content analysis. It is found that there are differences in the proportion of policy
tools used. Environment-oriented policy tools are the most used, supply-oriented policy tools
come the second, and demand-oriented policy tools are the least used. Within the three sorts
of policy tools, the use of sub-level policy tools is not balanced. Combined with the target el-
ements, policy tools are used in the achievement of the ten target elements, but there are
certain differences in the proportion of each target element using policy tools. There are also
differences in the use of specific policy tools in all kinds of target elements, showing the
overall characteristics of single use of specific policy tools, while there are certain preferences
in the selection of basic policy tools to achieve specific goals. In the future, China should fo-
cus on optimizing the structure of policy tools and increasing the proportion of demand-orien-
ted policy tools, balancing the use of sub-level tools and increasing the supply of “tools in
shortage”, attaching importance to the overall development of target elements and avoiding
the repeated use of one single tool, and improving the relevance of tool employment in ac-
cordance with the targets.

Key words: higher education in the Central and Western China; educational revitalization

policy; higher education policy; educational policy analysis



