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Teachers' Essential Qualities in the Era of the Fourth
Industrial Revolution

LI Mang, SHI Junqi & ZHANG Huayang

(Research Center for Basic Theories of Educational Technology, Beijing Normal University,
Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract: In the 4th industrial revolution era, teachers' qualities become an urgent problem to

explore as new technologies keep bringing challenges to education. Teachers' essential qualities are not

limited to the micro elements in a single category, such as economics, technology, and psychology, but

the internal accumulation of teachers' individual positive development. Its core is the awakening of

teachers' professional autonomy. Based on the four relational dimensions of education, teachers'

essential qualities can be referred to as self-cultivation, sincerity and kindness to others, technology

freedom, and poetic wisdom. Those qualities can be used to resist utilitarian culture, technical control,

technical illusion, and the imperfection of education. Teacher development is always an unfinished

work. The discussion of essential qualities aims to help teachers feel and understand themselves as a

spiritual whole, so as to highlight the teacher's mission and vocation.

Key words: the fourth industrial revolution; teachers’ qualities; educational technology; teacher

professional development
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