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The Professionalization of Faculty Development
Organizations in American Universities:
Dilemma, Approach,and Reference

LIU Zhiyuan

(School of Education , Huazhong University of Science and Technology ,
Wuhan 430074, China)

Abstract: The movement of faculty development and the scholarship of teaching and
learning in the 1990s stimulated couples of influential faculty development organizations.
Although the philosophy of politics of higher education acts as an external force that en-
hanced the formation of faculty development organizations, in the early times of these orga-
nizations, the professionalization of faculty development was restricted by the dilemma of
identity, and faculty development faced the demand of times, profession, and governance.
The construction of staff, profession, and associations furthered the professional develop-
ment of faculty development in America. As a common academic community , America’s ex-
perience can still be available to the organizational construction of faculty development in
China.

Key Words: America;faculty development; faculty development organization ; profes-
sionalization ; faculty developer
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