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A Comparative Study on the Construction of Teacher Development Centers in Chinese and American Universities

Taking the Center for Research on Learning and Teaching in University of Michigan as an Example
KANG Shi-ning

(Institute of Education, Tsinghua University, Beijing, China 100084)

Abstract: At present, domestic and foreign universities have established professional organizations represented by
teacher development centers to improve the professional level of teachers in universities. Under this context, this paper
took the Center for Research on Learning and Teaching in University of Michigan as an example, discussed differences
in the construction of teacher development centers in Chinese and American universities from four perspectives of
construction background, work content and organizational nature, professional resources and educational technology
support. Based on this, the paper discussed the construction direction of teacher development centers in Chinese
universities, and pointed out that the construction of teacher development centers in Chinese universities cannot simply
imitate that in American universities, while should deeply understand the intrinsic value of teacher development centers.
It was also pointed out the construction of teacher development centers in Chinese universities should set foot according
to national situations and combine with the environment, requirement and development trends of local higher education.
Meanwhile, the construction of teacher development centers in Chinese universities should be based on school
situations, which strive to create teacher development center with both Chinese characteristics and school-based
characteristics according to development situations and cultivation objects of school.
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