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Development of Faculty’ s Teaching Abilities from
an Institutional Theory Perspective: Lessons Draw from the

Teaching and Learning Centers in US Ivy League Colleges and Universities

Lu Daokun Chen Mengtin Wei Zhixiang P1

Abstract :Faculty” s teaching abilities is of vital importance for China’s “double first-class” campaign which aims to develop in China
groups of World Class Universities and First-Class Disciplines from 2015 until the mid-21st century. However organizational ineffec—
tiveness across campus and rather low motivation among teachers are hampering the development of faculty’ s teaching abilities in Chi—
na’ s higher education institutions. To solve this problem we can draw lessons from the Ivy League colleges and universities in the US
who have set up Teaching and Learning Centers (TLC) to guide support promote and guarantee the continuous improvement of facul—
ty’ s teaching abilities. These TLC have established formal training schemes as well as teacher-student interaction platforms and pro—
vided relevant resources or materials so as to further develop faculty’ s teaching abilities.

Key words: an institutional theory perspective; faculty’ s teaching abilities; Ivy League; Teaching and Learning Center (TLC)

Alumni-College Relations and Alumni Donations

Luo Zhimin Su Lan P21

Abstract:Many people believe that only those prestigious private colleges or universities in the US would receive generous alumni dona—
tions indicating fairly strong relationships between the institutions and alumni. Nevertheless the labels of “American”  “prestig—
ious”  “private” equal no guarantee of abundant alumni givings. China’ s higher education institutions (HEIs) existing in an educa—
tional ecosystem quite different from the US usually receive very few alumni donations. Therefore it is necessary for Chinas HEIs to
admit their inefficiency in dealing with alumni-college relations and identify those problems that would dampen alumni donations. At
the same time we need to create a new model of college governance and promote our own alumni-college relations.

Key words: prestigious private universities in the US; alumni donations; alumni-eollege relations



