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From “Disembodied” to “Embodied”: On Paradigm Shift of
Comparative Education Research in Contemporary China

ZHAO Mengcheng XU Chengping
(School of Education, Suzhou University, Suzhou Jiangsu 215123)

Abstract: For a long time, comparative education research in China has followed a remarkable paradigm
characterized as disembodied and disembodiment. The popular paradigm has resulted the research in some
dangers, including the prevalence of the research achievements being resulted not from fieldwork but the text
materials or some superficial experiences from one or more foreign trips, the more attentions being paid to the
grand narrative and the utensil study but less to the specific educational life, and the tendency of “Bringing
Principle” in coming to conclusions and utilizing the conclusions and so on. The theory of embodied cognition
has great enlightenment to promoting the paradigm shift of comparative education research and solving dangerous
difficulties discussed above. Embodied comparative education research will help the researchers to produce much
more lively comparative education knowledge with rich tacit meanings, and help the users to choose and use more
appropriate knowledge to solve the problems in our own education life. The improvement of the researchers’
quality, the in—depth and extensive fieldwork to real educational life, will be the important ways to promote the
paradigm shift of comparative education research from “disembodied ” to  “embodied” .

Key words: comparative education research; paradigm shift; embodied cognition; education life
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Ruth Hayhoe’s Comparative Education Research Methods
and Its Core Perspectives

YANG Chunmei, SUN Mengsi
(Graduate School of Education, Beijing Institute of Technology, Beijing 100081)

Abstract: Professor Ruth Hayhoe is a well-known scholar in the field of international comparative
education, and a professor at the Ontario Institute for Studies in Education of the University of Toronto in Canada.
Comparative education research methods typically used by Ruth Hayhoe are the ideal types, narrative studies and
case studies, which are represented by her framework of ideal type of comparison between Chinese and foreign
higher education, narrative study in Chinese well-known educators, and case study of Chinese mass higher
education. It is of great significance to better understand the development of contemporary comparative education
from the perspective of her research methods.

Key words: Ruth Hayhoe; ideal type; narrative study; case study; comparative education
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