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Confucian Learning for Oneself and Today’ s Principles of Being a Teacher

WU Quan-hua
(' School of Educational Science , South China Normal University, Guangzhou Guangdong 510631, China )

Abstract; Confucianism can be regard as both an academic resource and a cognitive resource. Confucian-
ism as an academic resource is an objective text of academic research, while Confucianism as a cognitive re-
source is a living tradition through the interaction between cognitive subjects and texts as cognitive objects to
make it participate in people’s daily cognitive activities. As a cognitive resource, Confucian learning for one-
self, theorized by Confucius and developed by later generations, is of great significance to deepening the un-
derstanding of the current emphasis on the ethics of people and improving the morality of teachers. Relearning
the Confucian learning for oneself, the moral ideal of learning to be a saint, the concern of life, the self-culti-
vation, working hard to be a sage and combing them with the strengthening moral education and cultivating
people in the present educational will be of great value to us in provoking new thinking.

Key words: Confucius ; Confucianism;learning for oneself; the principles of being a teacher ;strengthening

moral education and cultivating people



